URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  MARYPORT. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  1900. 


TO  THE 

MARYPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  last 
time  in  the  century.  Not  only  is  the  year  just  past  the  last  of  the 
century,  it  is  also  the  last  of  the  inter-census  decade.  Before  another 
year  is  over  another  census  will  have  been  taken,  and  we  shall  then  see 
whether  our  statistics  based  upon  the  census  of  1891  are  correct,  and 
it  not,  how  far  they  deviate  from  the  truth.  Our  population  has 
fluctuated  very  considerably  dining  the  last  ten  years,  especially  in  the 
newer  portions  of  the  district,  according  as  the  coal  and  iron  trades 
have  been  brisk  or  the  reverse  ;  but,  as  it  has  been  impossible  to  follow 
the  movement  of  the  population,  we  have  had  to  fall  back  on  the  census 
returns  of  1891.  During  that  period  our  district  has  been  altered  and 
extended  by  the  inclusion  of  the  portion  of  the  Township  of  Ellen- 
borough  and  Ewaurigg  not  included  in  the  old  boundaries,  so  that  the 
statistics  relating  to  the  period  before  1895  do  not  refer  to  the  same 
area  as  do  those  since  that  date.  Consequently  in  the  tables  showing 
the  returns  of  births  and  Deaths  lor  the  last  ten  years  I  have  only 
gone  back  to  1895,  as  the  two  periods  cannot  be  correctly  compared. 
For  the  same  reason  1  have  been  unable  to  get  the  exact  number  of 
inhabited  houses,  and  consequently  the  number  of  inmates  per  house. 
All  this  will  be  put  right  in  1901. 

Birth  Rate. — The  number  «.f  births  registered  during  1900 
amounted  to  839,  of  which  2(H)  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Netherhali 
and  1 39  in  the  Township  o(  1  Uonborough  and  Ewaurigg.  1'hese  are 
equivalent  to  the  following  birth  rates  :  — 

Parish  of  Netherhali  .  24 '84  per  1,000 

Township  of  Ellen  borough.  &c.  31'09  ,, 

Whole  District  .  27  07  „ 

This  is  lower  than  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years,  which  was 
29'25.  In  Table  I  are  given  the  number  of  births  and  rate  for  the 
years  from  1895  to  1899  both  inclusive  ;  the  average  for  these  years  ; 
and  the  comparison  with  these  of  the  number  and  rate  for  1900.  In 
Table  I!  the  same  11  urn  tiers  are  shown  and  compared  but  distributed 
between  the  separate  localities. 

I  may  here  observe  “that  the  forms  for  record  of  statistical 
data  supplied  on  the  present  occasion  differ  from  those  supplied  in 
former  years.  Four  tables  have,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Incorporated 
Society  ot  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  been  substituted  for  the  Tables 
A  and  B  previously  in  use  This  has  been  done  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
record  of  a  minimum  amount  of  statistical  information  of  the  sort 
desired  by  the  local  Government  Board.” 

A  perusal  of  the  tables  will  show  the  nature  and  amount  of  the 
information  supplied. 

Mortality.— 210  deaths  were  registered  in  the  whole  district 
during  the  year,  134  being  in  the  Parish  of  Netherhali,  and  76  in  the 
Township  of  Ellenborough,  &c.  The  death  rates,  therefore,  are  :  — 

Parish  of  Netherhali  1 6 '64  per  1,000 

Township  of  Ellenborough.  Ac.  17  00  ,, 

Whole  District  ...  16  77  ,, 

This  is  considerably  higher  than  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years, 
which  was  14'92  per  1,000.  In  Table  I  are  given,  in  addition  to  the 
Birth  statistics  previously  month  tied,  the  number  of  Deaths  and  Rates 
for  the  previous  years  at  all  ages,  the  number  of  Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age,  and  the  Bate  of  same  per  1,000  Births  registered  ;  the 
averages  for  these  years  ;  and  the  corresponding  figures  for  1900 
compared  I11  Table  II  these  lesults  are  distributed  according  to 
localities. 

In  Tnble  IV  are  giv<m  the  Causes  of  Death  in  1900,  distributed 
according  to  Ages  and  Localities  ;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
occurred  from  Measles  6  deaths  ;  Whooping  Cough,  10  ;  Influenza,  2  ; 
Diarrhoea,  18  ;  Puerperal  Fever,  1  ;  Phthisis  16  ;  other  Tubercular 
Diseases,  7  ;  Cancer,  9  ;  Bronchitis.  26;  Pneumonia,  10  ;  Alcoholism,  1 ; 
Premature  Birth.  5  ;  Diseases  of  Parturition.  I  ;  Heart  Diseases,  19  ; 
Accidents,  4  ;  all  other  causes,  75  I  shall  comment  on  the  various 
items  under  their  appropriate  groupings. 

Deaths  under  One  Year  of  Age.— The  number  of  deaths 
under  this  heading  amounts  to  62,  and  the  rate  to  182'8  per  1,000  births 
registered.  This  is  the  largest  infantile  death  rate  since  the  alteration 
of  the  district,  the  average  tor  the  previous  five  years  being  138.  Of 
these  deaths  3  were  due  to  Measles  ;  6  to  Whooping  Cough  ;  12  to 
Diarrhoea  ;  1  to  Phthisis  ;  3  to  other  Tubercular  Diseases  ;  8  to 
Bronchitis  ;  5  to  Premature  Birth  :  and  24  to  other  causes. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. — The  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic 
diseases  amounts  to  37,  of  which  6  were  due  to  Measles  ;  10  to  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough;  2  to  Epidemic  Influenza;  18  to  Diarrhoea;  and  1  to 
Puerperal  Fever.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  2'95  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  which  is  larger  than  the  average  rate  of  the  previous  five 
years,  which  was  2  64,  and  largu'  than  any  one  of  these  years  except 
1895,  which  was  3'1 1. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Measles  (0)  is  low,  considering  that 
an  epidemic  prevailed  for  the  greater  part  ot  the  year,  and  is  attribut¬ 
able  to  the  fact  that  the  epidemic  did  not  originate  till  the  coldest 
months  of  winter  and  spring  were  over,  thereby  lessening  thd  amount 
of  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  to  which  deaths  from  Measles  are 
mostly  due 

Ten  deaths  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  this  disease  as  to  Measles.  It  is  to  these  two  diseases 
that  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  acute  infectious 
diseases  are  due. 

Diarrhoea  is  responsible  for  18  .ieaths.  Under  this  heading 
are  included  several  cases  of  gastro  enteritis,  a  term  which,  under  the 
fresh  instructions  issued  by  the  Registration  Authorities,  is  now 
forbidden  to  be  used.  As  they  all  appeared  to  be  of  zymotic  origin  I 
have  included  them  unuer  the  heading  “  Diarrhoea."  The  item  is 
rather  a  heavy  one,  and  is  all  the  more  so  as  the  summer  was  both  wet 
and  cold,  which  is  exactly  the  opposite  to  what  is  considered  favourable 
to  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  diarrhoea. 

Influenza  was  very  prevalent  in  January  and  February,  but, 
though  1  he  number  of  cases  was  as  large  as  ever,  the  deaths  from  it 
were  fewer  than  usual 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  The  number  of  fatal  cases  of  Phthisis 
was  16,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  P27  per  1  000  of  the  population  This 
is  considerably  higher  than  in  au\  recent  year,  the  average  of  the 
previous  five  tears  being  0  90  per  1,000. 

The  Deaths  from  other  Tubercular  Diseases  amounted 
to  7,  so  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
was  23,  which  is  equivalant  to  a  rate  of  1  ‘83  per  1,000. 

Cancer. — Nine  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause,  equivalent 
to  a  rate  of  0  71  per  1,000. 

Respiratory  Diseases —Under  this  heading  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  were  formerly  classed  together  ;  under  the 
new  tables  they  are  taken  separately. 

Bronchitis  is  responsible  for  26  deaths,  and  is  thus  seen  to  be 
one  of  the  most  fatal  of  diseases,  its  incidence  being  almost  entirely  on 
the  very  young  and  the  very  old.  Under  this  heading  I  have  included 
six  cases  of  Broncho  Pneumonia,  for,  although  the  pneumonia  in  these 
cases  is  probably  the  principal  cause  of  death,  the  pneumonic  process  in 
these  cases  is  different  from  ordinary  pneumonia,  and  the  inflammation 
originates  in  the  bronchial  tubes  and  spreads  to  the  air  cells  of  the 
lung  by  continuity.  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  in  future,  unless  advised 
to  the  contrary. 

Pneumonia  was  the  cause  of  death  in  10  cases. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.— Only  29  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year,  of  which  1  was  a 
case  of  Diphtheria  ;  1 1  of  Erysipelas  ;  1 1  of  Scarlatina  ;  4  of  Enteric 
Fever;  and  2  of  Puerperal  Fever.  18  of  these  cases  occurred  in  the 
Parish  of  Netherhall.  and  11  in  the  Township  of  Fllenborough  and 
Ewanrigg.  Three  cases  of  Enteric  wete  teuioved  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  See  Table  III. 

The  Diphtheria  case  occurred  in  Fleming  Street,  and  was 
probably  due  to  stagnant  water  in  the  cellar  of  the  house.  The  Scarlet 
Fever  cases  were  the  dregs  of  the  epidemic  of  last  year. 

The  Enteric  cases  all  occurred  in  Senhouse  Street,  and  three  of 
them  in  one  house.  .The  cause  was  found  to  be  in  faulty  conditions  in 
the  water  closet  ;  the  trap  ventilator  being  left  open,  sewer  gas  was 
distributed  in  and  about  the  closet.  In  the  other  case  the  cause  was 
attributed  to  faulty  connection  between  the  closet  and  the  soil  pipe. 

During  last  autumn  Plague  was  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases,  but,  fortunately,  no  case  has  hitherto  been  notified. 

Water  Supply.— The  annual  visit  of  the  Council  to  the 
sources  of  the  water  supply  was  made  on  June  6th.  In  consequence  of 
illness  1  was  unable  to  attend  the  inspection,  but  my  place  was  taken 
l  y  my  deputy,  Dr.  Clark.  The  usual  round  was  taken,  except  that 
Portinscale  sewerage  works  were  not  visited.  The  condition  of  matters 
was  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  and  nothing  else  was  found 
calling  for  remark. 


On  April  17th,  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  measles,  I 
recommended  the  closure  of  the  Infant  Schools  in  the  Parish  of 
Netherhall  for  one  calendar  month,  with  a  view  of  somewhat  delaying 
the  spread  of  the  mischief  until  warmer  weather,  and  so  avoiding  the 
complications  which  are  so  fatal  in  measles.  This  was  done. 

On  May  I2th,  in  consequence  ot  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  having 
occurred  at  No.  71  Senhouse  Street.  I  inspected  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  house.  The  Inspector  had  founo  the  drains  all  right,  but  the  trap 
ventilator  had  neither  been  plugged  nor  connected  with  the  soil  pipe 
ventilator,  as  already  explained. 

Plague  Regulations, — In  early  July  I  at1  ended  an  informal 
meeting  at  the  Town  Hall,  to  confer  with  Dr.  Sweeting,  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  with  regard  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  Plague.  The  recommendations  were 
practically  the  same  as  on  the  occasion  of  the  previous  visit  of  the 
Board’s  Inspector,  and  bore  reference  to  the  exam. nation  of  blood, 
discharges,  &c.,  of  suspected  patients  ;  the  forwarding  of  glands  of 
dead  rats  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  examination  :  tbe  removal 
of  suspected  ships  from  the  mooring  station  in  the  Senhouse  Dock  to 
the  anchoring  ground  outside  pending  the  examination  of,  and  report 
on  suspected  fluids,  &c.  ;  burning  of  the  bodies  of  dead  rats  ;  the 
means  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  rats  getting  ashore  from  suspected 
ships.  It  was  also  recommended  that  I  should  keep  the  Customs 
Officers  informed  of  the  whereabouts  of  Plague 

In  consequence  of  cases  of  Plague  having  been  discovered  in 
Glasgow,  it  became  necessary  to  keep  a  strict  look-out  on  all  vessels 
and  coasters  from  that  Port. 

On  September  6th  I  went  on  board  the  coasting  collier, 
“  Durand,”  horn  Belfast,  but  which  had  left  Glasgow  on  September  4th, 
and  had  got  into  port  without  it  being  known  that  it  had  been  at 
Glasgow.  The  master  and  crew  were  ail  examined  and  all  found  well, 
and  free  pratique  granted.  On  September  7th  I  went  on  board  the 
s  s.  “  Hazel  Branch,  ’  which  had  left  Glasgow  the  night  before.  I 
examined  all  on  hoard  — 27  in  all — and  nothing  suspicious  being  found, 
the  vessel  was  allowed  to  come  into  port,  and  pratique  granted  As  it 
was  found  impossible  to  keep  a  sufficient  watch  on  all  coasters,  I,  on 
September  10th,  attended  a  meeting  of  tbe  Sanitary  Committee  to 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  B< .aiding  Officer  to  board  and  examine 
all  ships,  coasters,  Ac.,  coming  into  port.  Mr.  Brown,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  was  appointed  for  a  month,  or  such  further  time  as  might 
be  considered  desirable. 

On  October  9th  I  went  on  board  the  s.s.  “  Solon,”  of  Glasgow,  from 
Bilbao,  to  examine  a  man  who  had  been  sick  on  board  for  a  week. 
There  were  no  symptoms  of  Blague,  and  pratique  was  granted. 

O11  October  27th  the  systematic  inspection  of  all  ships  was  dis¬ 
continued,  but  the  Inspector  c  mtinued  to  make  a  daily  visit,  and  it 
was  arranged  that  the  Harbour  Master  should  let  him  know  of  any 
ship  from  Glasgow  arriving  in  port.  That  a  careful  watch  will  require 
to  be  kept  up  is  evident  from  tbe  recent  importation  of  cases  into  Hull 
from  South  America.  At  the  time  of  writing  no  further  cases  have 
developed. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  been  well 
maintained,  and  the  condition  of  the  sewers  generally  has  been  satis¬ 
factory.  The  four  cases  of  Enteric  were  all  traced  to  local  defects, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  main  sewers.  The  condition  of  the 
Hospital  was  found  by  tbe  Board’s  Inspector  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
Slaughter  House  has  been  kept  clean,  and  the  scavenging  of  the  town 
has  been  efficient.  1  should  like,  however,  to  draw  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  steps  on  the  Brow  Top.  On  many  occasions  they  are 
very  little  better  than  an  open  privy  ;  children  passing  back  and 
forwards  to  school  use  them  openly,  and  grown  men  regularly  commit 
nuisance  on  them  at  night,  especially  Saturdays.  I  should  recommend 
that  a  notice  be  put  up  cautioning  people  against  committing  nuisances, 
and  that  the  Police  be  asked  to  give  a  look  to  it,  and  any  offenders 
should  be  severely  dealt  with. 

I  must  apologise,  Gentlemen,  for  the  length  of  this  report.  The 
alteration  in  the  tables  of  statistics,  and  the  comparison  of  the  last- 
year  of  the  decade  with  the  previous  ones,  have  rendered  it  necessary 
for  me  to  say  many  things  which  will  not  require  to  be  repeated. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed )  JAM  ES  LITTLE.  M.l). , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Maryport, 


■ 
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TABLE  I. 

Maryport  Urban  District. 

For  Whole  District. 


Population 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
One  Yiar  ok  Age. 

Deaths 

Ages. 

AT  ALL 

Total. 

Year. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered 

Number. 

Rate.* 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1895 

12,520 

378 

30’2 

65 

172 

221 

17  6 

1896 

7  7 

366 

29  23 

51 

139 

184 

14  69 

1897 

77 

370 

29  55 

42 

113-5 

163 

13  01 

1898 

77 

356 

2843 

57 

160  1 

189 

15.09 

1899 

77 

361 

28  83 

38 

105  2 

178 

14  21 

Averages 
for  years 
1895-1899. 

12,520 

366'2 

29  25 

50-6 

138 

187 

14  92 

1900 

12,520 

339 

27  07 

62 

182-8 

210 

1677 

*  Kates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  1528. 
Total  population  at  all  ages  (Census  of  1891 ) — 12.520. 


TABLE  II 

Maryport  Ur  bait  District. 


Names  of 
Localities 

1.  W1 

mle  Di 

strict. 

1 

7  1 

isli  of  Netherhall. 

3  Township  of 

F.llenborough,  <Sc. 

Year. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

i 

£ 

cc 

*& 

t 

CD 

-j-i 

CC 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

S- 

<D 

73 

C  . 

~  f- 

tfj 

r —  >■. 

CC 

0/ 

•a. 

rj 

5  c  -r 

7?  - 

cc 

j-  n-  qj 

P  ^  » 

1 

|  Births  registered. 

1 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

C. 

0) 

*E  C 

-  cr 
x  S' 

eg 

"cC 

0) 

— 

Population  esti 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

|  Deaths  uuder 

i  1  year. 

a 

b 

C 

d 

a 

b 

C 

d 

a 

b 

C 

d 

1895 

12,520 

378 

221 

65 

8,050 

233 

148 

36 

4,470 

145 

73 

29 

1896 

77 

366 

184 

51 

»  7 

233 

129 

39 

79 

133 

55 

12 

1897 

77 

370 

163 

42 

77 

226 

115 

27 

77 

144 

48 

15 

1898 

77 

356 

189 

57 

77 

211 

127 

42 

77 

145 

62 

15 

1899 

7  7 

361 

178 

38 

7  7 

218 

105 

23 

77 

143 

73 

15 

Averages'! 
of  Years  | 
1S95  to  r 

12,520 

366-2 

187 

506 

8,050 

224  2 

125-8 

33-4 

4,470 

142 

62  2 

172 

1899.  j 

1900 

12,520 

339 

210 

62 

8,050 

200 

134 

34 

4,470 

139 

76 

28 

:iii.  " 
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TABLE  III. 

Maryport  Urban  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1900. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  cases 
notified  in 
each  locality. 

No.  of  Cases 
removed  to 
Hospital 
from  each 
locality. 

At 

all 

ages 

At  Ages — Years. 

Parish  of 

Netherhall. 

Township  of 

Kllenborough 

&c. 

Netherhall 

Ellenborough! 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1 

to  5 

5 

to 

15 

15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Small-pox . 

Cholera . 

Diphtheria  . 

Membranous  \ 
croup  j 

Erysipelas 

•Scarlet  lever  .. 

Typhus  fever 

1 

i 

1 

11 

11 

2 

1 

9' 

6 

5 

5 

6 

7 

3 

Enteric  fever  .. 

Relapsing  fever 

Continued  fever 

Puerperal  fever 

4 

2 

i 

1 

4 

3 

I 

2 

2 

2 

29  ..  .. 

1 

7 

5 

6 

11 

18 

11  j  3 

TABLE  IV. 

Maryport  U rban  District. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 

Deaths 

in 

Deaths  in  whole  District  at  localities 
subjoined  ages.  (at  all 

_ _  _  ages). 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

J  Under  1. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  urrder  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

J  25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Parish  of 
Netherhall. 

o 

'f-i 

O 

-a 
A  &D 

!£g 

CO  i- 

a  © 

£<2 

w 

Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

6 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

. 

Whooping-cough  .. 

10 

ti 

4 

5 

5 

Diphtheria  &  membranous  croup 

Croup 

(Typhus  . 

Fever  -!  Enteric 

( Other  continued  ... 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

i 

1 

i 

i 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

18 

12 

4 

i 

1 

8 

10 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

i 

Erysipelas .  . 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis  . 

16 

1 

5 

io 

12 

4 

Other  tubercular  diseases... 

7 

3 

2 

2 

5 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

4 

5 

8 

i 

Bronchitis  ... 

26 

8 

3 

5 

10 

18 

8 

Pneumonia  ... 

10 

2 

8 

4 

6 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

1 

i 

Venereal  diseases  ... 

Premature  birth 

5 

5 

3 

2 

Diseases  &  accidents  of  Parturition 

1 

...... 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases 

19 

1 

8 

lu 

12 

7 

Accidents  ... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Suicides 

A 11  «»t her  causes 

To 

24 

4 

i 

1 

23 

22 

50 

25 

All  causes 

210 

62 

22 

4 

9 

63 

50 

134 

76 

